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EDITORIAL. 


The L.A. Conference.—We would direct the careful 
attention of our readers to the particulars of the Annual Meeting 
of the Library Association which appear on our centre page. 
The subjects to be discussed are of vital importance to assistants, 
and we would urge them to attend as many of the sessions as 
they possibly can. In addition to the leading librarians of the 
country, the speakers will include members of the Government, 
and other leaders of public thought. We think that we shall be 
found right in saying that this meeting will prove the most 
important that has been held within our recollection. 


The Present Issue.—The account of the recent Summer 
School of Library Service which appears in this issue will be 
read with interest in view of the increasing attention that is being 
given to the question of the establishment of Library Schools, 
and to the education and training of librarians. Never before 
has a school been held in this country on so large a scale, and 
Assistants owe a deep debt of gratitude to the Governors of ‘the 
University and the National Library of Wales for their boldness 
in holding such a school in these days. As the official organ of 
British library assistants we avail ourselves of this opportunity 
of tendering to the governing bodies our sincere thanks for the 
facilities offered to us through the school. Our particular 
thanks are due to Mr. John Ballinger, M.A., for the part he has 
taken in organizing the school and in superintending the arrange- 
ments connected therewith. 
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SUMMER SCHOOL OF LIBRARY SERVICE, 
ABERYSTWYTH, JULY 30th—AUGUST IIth, 1917, 


By GweENDOLEN Rees, Tottenham Public Libraries ; 
Honorary Assistant Editor of The Library Assistant. 


The evening of July 30th found many of us like 


the whining school-boy with his satchel 
And shining morning face, creeping like snail 
Unwillingly to school.’ 
True, we had satchels numerous and bulky, and our faces 
still shone with joyous anticipation, though it was now even- 
time; but no unwilling scholars we—rather were we more 
eager to arrive at our destination than the railway authori- 
ties seemed to be. Perhaps they deemed it a sin to rush 
past such scenery, so we were given due time to enjoy the 
thickly wooded hills and verdant ravines, golden with 
evening sunshine, as we crept along from Carmarthen to 
Aberystwyth. At length we arrived. After various con- 
tradictory directions from local police and _ pedestrians, 
which we library folk recognised as that familiar failing of 
the public of saying what they do not mean or of meaning 
what they do not say, we found ourselves at the Alexandra 
Hall, a tall, grey building at the extreme end of the promen- 
ade and nestling at the foot of Constitution Hill. 

When we presented ourselves at the Examination Hall 
we were given large forms, to be filled by all students at the 
University, in accordance with the requirements of the 
Board of Education, and at once thought of the oft-conned 
definition of a library stock-book as applied to ourselves. 
Having written our catechism, we became aware of certain 
seated figures with pencil and paper before them, their eagle 
eyes fixed upon us, and it slowly dawned on us that these 
were the Mighty Dwellers of the Mountain of Intellect 
searching for their prey. It was before the learning of 
these, our lecturers, that we should stand in awe during the 
two weeks to come. Once more arose the vexed problem of 
“Which shall it be?” According to the prospectus, the 
following subjects were to be given :— 

1.—LITERARY History: J. W. H. Atkins, M.A., Rendel Professor of 
English, University of Wales. 

2.—BIBLIOGRAPHY: H. Thomas, D. Litt., Department of Printed 
Books, British Museum. 

3.—CLASSIFICATION : A. J. Hawkes, National Library of Wales. 

4.—CATALOGUING: Ethel S. Fegan, M.A., Librarian, Ladies’ College, 
Cheltenham. 


5.—LIBRARY History: J. Hutt, M.A., Librarian, Lyceum Library, 
Liverpool. 
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6.—LIBRARY ROUTINE: L. Stanley Jast, Deputy Chief Librarian, Man- 
chester Public Libraries. 

7.—ARCHIVES: Hubert Hall, F.S.A., Public Record Office, Reader in 
Palaeography, University of London. 

8.—BOOKBINDING: C. Hanson, Bookbinder, National Library of Wales. 


We finally escaped by registering our names with one- 
two-three of the Eagle-Eyed and promising to consider 
the attractions of the remaining subjects, erstwhile wonder- 
ing how much of such nourishment our brains would absorb 
in two short weeks. 

The remainder of the evening was spent in finding our 
way around our spacious Hall of Residence. We peeped 
again into the long, light dining-hall, discovered the dainty 
students’ drawing-room, the smoke-room and the reading- 
room all looking out on the sea. Then there was the 
gymnasium below, destined to be the scene of such feats of 
vocal gymnastics. Finally, we blithely ascended to our 
rooms, but only after much futile climbing and hurried des- 
cending up and down the stairs of three landings built — 
exactly similar for our confusion and undoing, and divers 
darts down wrong turnings, did we fight our way to our 
well-earned rest. 

We awoke the next morning to the dull roar of the sea 
below, and after our early eight o’clock breakfast, were 
making our way along the promenade to the College before 
nine. The waves tossed themselves for joy in the dazzling 
sunshine, while we tripped along in business-like fashion 
with note-books and pencils much in evidence, but our 
spirits were not to be wholly suppressed and we were as gay 
as the rest of nature that morning. 

Each of us had been provided with a mystic scroll 
(prosaically termed “ Time-Table ”) covered with hierogly- 
phics such as “ Lit.,” “ Cat.,” “ Bibl.,” and adorned with signs 
for days and hours. Upon enquiry by the uninitiated, certain 
of us interpreted these secret symbols, revealing the fact 
that our first lecture was to be Library History. Some of 
us had not given in our names for this subject, but jealous 
of all the gems of knowledge that we might otherwise lose, 
we now signed the register of attendance. Such was the 
interest of our subject, that the hour soon sped leaving us 
with an awakened desire for more, to be satisfied by the 
Literary History and Bibliography which followed. 

Then did we stoop to attend to other appetites of ours, 
and so to prepare ourselves for the instruction in Bookbind- 
ing to be held at the National Library that afternoon. 

After tea, many of us explored the town and rambled 
over the castle ruins full of quaint nooks and corners from 
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which we could peep down at the sea and over the town 
away to Constitution Hill opposite. 

And now come and watch us as we sit for dinner at the 
long flower-decked tables of the dining-hall, presided over 
by our genial hostess, Miss Tremain, the Warden. 

We number no less than 150, 60 of whom are library 
students representing university, municipal, and special 
libraries; the others, many of them teachers, are taking 
courses in such subjects as Geography, Rural Science and 
Kindergarten. In accordance with the times, you will 
notice that the large majority of us are women, but 
if you are expecting to see rows of solemn faces with 
the knit brows and abstracted gaze of the _ student, 
you will be disappointed, for you would have to travel 
far to find a gayer throng. Now does our suppressed 
mirth find vent in wit and sally, and great is the merriment, 
especially where the denizens of the Emerald Isle have 
congregated, delighting us with the full play of their special 
genius. At this evening reunion, too, we compare notes of 
our adventures during the day, not only with our own people, 
but with the “ geography folk,” as we are wont, in friendly 
fashion, to call the other students. All are soon infected by 
this delightful spirit of comradeship. We quickly learn the 
recognised formula for beginning a conversation with an 
unknown next-door neighbour—“ What course are you 
taking ?” This invariably sets the ball rolling and the talk 
flows. Not the least part of our pleasure is our enjoyment 
of the goodly fare set before us. 

As a memorable ending to this our first day, Sir William 
Osler, Bart., M.D., F.R.S., delivered an inaugural lecture ia 
the College entitled, “The Library School as University 
Work.” After a comprehensive survey of library work and 
ideals, Sir William said that provision should be made by 
Universities for special tuition in Library Economy, and 
that the aim of librarians in formulating a scheme of library 
instruction, should be to establish a course of tuition leading 
to a University Degree in Library Science. The speaker 
referred to the existing scheme of training for librarians in 
America, and to the Carnegie Trustee Reports on library 
work. It was a proud moment for us when one in the 
foremost ranks of the medical profession spoke with such 
evident enthusiasm on behalf of our libraries and their 
custodians, not only to those of our own profession, but to 
many in the teaching and other professions, as well as to 
some members of the public. A vote of thanks to Sir 
William, proposed by Principal Roberts, seconded by Mr. 
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Jast, and carried with acclamation, terminated a most 
inspiring meeting. 

As the days passed, some students faithfully attended 
their two or three chosen lectures and filled in the remaining 
time with delights of sea and landscape, but some of us 
were lured into following all the courses from beginning to 
end, a few stalwarts not missing one of the 45 lectures 
given, for our interest grew as we listened. 

Thus we were led along the Golden Path of Literature— 
we, whose high privilege it is to share in the preservation 
and distribution of the immortal heritage our Singers and 
Dreamers have left to us and to worlds after us; we followed 
the history of that art to which we owe the safe transmission 
of that heritage from age to age, and examined with keen 
interest an exhibition of facsimiles of originals in the 
British Museum showing the development of book-illustra- 
tion in various countries; we were guided through the 
mazes of Classification, and eagerly busied our pencils over 
the scrolls of hand-printed definitions invitingly displayed in 
this form for our benefit; we were told how to catalogue 
erring authors who changed their names, and even how to 
deal with those “who died or did anything else distinguished” 
(as we heard it expressed); we listened to the enchanting 
story of famous libraries of olden times and their descend- 
ants of to-day; we were initiated into the secrets of 
advanced methods of routine, and instructed as to the 
function of a library, namely, “Self-development in an 
atmosphere of freedom”; we saw sections flexibly sewn 
and bound, finally blossoming, in the hands of a skilled 
expert, into a neat book, and marvelled as we watched 
stained and ragged fragments being transformed into clean, 
smooth-edged leaves. 

Our lectures were given in the National Library during 
the second week, and now instead of the sunlit sea below 
the College, the green hills around met our gaze when we 
raised our eyes from our note-books. In addition to the 
other lectures, too, we heard from the lips of a leading 
authority on the subject, the nature and history of archives 
and the mysteries of deciphering ancient documents with 
their numerous abbreviations. We were even allowed to 
pass round precious sealed indentures and other documents 
of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries whilst our lecturer 
translated them from the old French or Latin in which they 
were written, explaining the various forms of contraction 
which they exampled. We were thus introduced to an, as 
yet, little explored field in English library science, one 
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abundant in interest and promising to give ample scope to 
our energies. 

The fact that the average attendance at all the lectures 
was at least 30, bore eloquent testimony to their popularity 
and to our appreciation of the pains taken by our lecturers 
to make their lectures both interesting and instructive. 

It is not to be supposed, however, that we spent our 
days entirely in attending lectures. We found time for 
other things of interest and delight. We had caught many 
a glimpse of the National Library in the early days of the 
School, standing, as it does, like a very Acropolis of Athens 
on the summit of a hill overlooking the town, the glory of 
the gallant little Country to which it belongs. One after- 
noon, Mr. Ballinger, M.A., the librarian, introduced us to 
the interior of the building. In his introductory address, 
Mr. Ballinger told us how utility had been given first place 
in the planning of the building, architectural effect coming 
after, and howthe final plans had been chosen by a Com- 
mittee composed of three, Mr. Ballinger himself and two 
others, thus avoiding the confusion of issues so often 
resulting when a number discuss a question. Among other 
points of interest, we were shown how, when the building 
was completed, a continuous thoroughfare would pass 
through the four sides of the quadrangle, and how all the 
departments were intercommunicable. 

During our subsequent tour round the Library we saw 
that the main buildings form four sides of a square with a 
frontage of over 250 feet, anda depth of the same dimen- 
sion. The central part of the front block, to consist of 
Administrative Offices and the Main Entrance, leading to a 
spacious Public Hall in the centre of the quadrangle, is not 
yet built, but we were conducted down the Print Room, at 
one end of which our lectures were given, across the 
Manuscripts Department with its special Reading-room, 
and up the lofty Library Hall with its galleries and tiers 
of books, thus passing along the three sides of the 
quadrangle now erected. We also visited the lower 
floor, running beneath all the departments described 
above. This will form a well-lit storage department, the 
greater portion of it being above the ground level. The 
whole building, indeed, is flooded with light coming through 
rows of long windows on every side, and wood has been 
used as little as possible in its construction, even the window 
frames being made of other material. One special feature 
is the provision for the building of three book-stacks beyond 
the Manuscripts Department supplementing the shelving of 








OUR BINDING for Public Libraries is acknowledged to be 
the best. 


OUR METHOD is NOT one of uniformity of treatment. 


OUR PROCESS for strengthening the broken folds of sections 


is the latest and improved style without over~ 
sewing. 


OUR WORK AND MATERIALS are essentially 
the best. 


THE BEDFORD BINDERY, 


19,CRAWFORD PLACE,EDGWARE ROAD 


LONDON, W. 


BOOKS 


Over 1,000,000 volumes in Stock. SECOND HAND at HALF PRICES. New at 
Discount Prices. Catalogue No. 943 Free. State Wants. 


Library Replacements a Speciality. We devote a Special Department for Fiction and 
have thousands of Volumes in strictly classified order. Send us your List. Special 
Terms to Libraries. Books sent on approval BOOKS BOUGHT. 





For STUDY & RECREATION 
Including— 

LITERARY, EDUCATIONAL 

SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL 

and all other subjects. 





W. & G. FOYLE, 121-123, Charing Cross Road 


Telegrams: “ Foylibra,” London. London W.C. 





THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
CORRESPONDENCE CLASSES. 


The Education Committee have arranged for Correspondence Classes to be 
held in all sections of the Examination Syllabus. 


SECTION I.—Literary History. SECTION V.—Library History and 
II.—Practical Bibliography. Organisation. 
III.—Classification. ViI.—Library Routine. 


IV.—Cataloguing. 
Fee for each course, 10/- (15/- for Students abroad), payable in advance. 


Students wishing to enter must apply at once to the Hon. Secretary, 
Education Committee, Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W. 
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ALBUM OF HONOUR. 


The Association is anxious to secure 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


(Preferably carbon or platinotype prints) 





Of all Library Workers on Active Service. Also 


NEWSPAPER AND OTHER CUTTINGS, 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF MEMORIALS, ETC. 


If possible, two copies of photographs and other material should be 
sent, as it is hoped to place a duplicate of the Album in the 
British Museum. 





Please send all material to: 
Me. MH. A. SHARP, 


Central Library, Town Hall, Croydon 








LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


FORTIETH 


ANNUAL MEETING. 


The Fortieth Annual Meeting will be held at CAXTON 
HALL, on WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, and FRIDAY, 
OCTOBER 3rd, 4th, and 5th. 








PROGRAMME. 


October 3.—10.30 a.m. Relation of Libraries to Education. 
2.30 p.m. Library Work with Children. 
October 4.—10.30 a.m. Commercial Libraries. 


2.30 p.m. Technical Libraries. 


Municipal Reference Libraries. 
October 5.—10.30 a.m. Education and Training of Librarians. 


2.30 p.m. Annual Business Meeting. 





Owing to the importance of this Meeting, the Library 
Assistants’ Association will not meet in October, but Members 
are strongly urged to attend as many sessions of the confer- 


ence as they possibly can. 











** | hold every man a debtor to his profession, 
from the which, as men do of course seek to 
receive countenance and profit, so ought they 
of duty to endeavour themselves by way of 
amends to be a help and an ornament there- 
unto.’”’—Francis Bacon, Baron VERULAM. 


The 
Value 


of 
Individual Effort. 


The Council of the L.A.A. is anxious that every Member and 
Associate should realize the value of his or her loyalty and support 
to Librarianship as well as to the Association. In these difficult 
days the L.A.A., which represents the largest body of library 
workers in the British Isles, needs the faithful adherence of every 
Member, and also his or her ACTIVE CO-OPERATION. 


All Members of whatever grade should consider seriously their 
relationship to the Association, reflecting as to whether they are 
doing anything individually to further its interests. Each can do 
SOMETHING; not one is so isolated as to be unable to 
ATTEMPT assistance in some direction. The present times 
afford especial opportunities for the co-operation of WOMEN 
ASSISTANTS. 


Information will be gladly supplied by the Hon. Secretary, 
BROMLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY, BRUNSWICK ROAD, 
POPLAR, LONDON, E. 14. 
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the Library itself, and bringing the total storage capacity up 
to 1,494,000 volumes. Thus the National Library of Wales 
will stand in the unique position of possessing storage 
capacity sufficient for hundreds of years to come. The full 
catalogue, with facsimiles, of “‘ Manuscripts and Rare 
Books” shows that the Library is already rich in such 
treasures as are to ornament the waiting shelves in the 
centuries ahead. 

Our evenings were enlivened by public lectures given 
in the College, the room being packed on each occasion. 

Professor Grenville A. J. Cole, F.R.S., gave a charming 
lantern-lecture on the “Italian Front,” first picturing the 
history of Rome and then leading up to the battle among the 
snowy heights that is raging to-day. Some of the films had 
only recently been passed by the censor. Equally enjoyable 
was his lecture on another evening on “North Africa and 
the French,” wherein the Professor gave us the fruits of his 
travel in these parts, and showed us some of his own slides. 
He dwelt on the peaceful security one could enjoy there 
under French rule. 

“ Vive la France,” rang out the Professor’s voice at the 
conclusion of his lecture, and our response was such as 
only the present War could have engendered. Most inter- 
esting and instructive, too, were the two lectures by Henry 
Wilson, Esq., President of the Guild of Arts and Crafts, 
entitled “Civilisation and the Arts,” and “The Crafts and 
the Upbuilding of Britain,” and that on “ The Village Com- 
munity Past and Future,” by Harold J. Peake, Esq., Curator 
of tbe Newbury Museum. 

The great social event of the School was an “At Home,” 
kindly given by Miss Tremain, to which the students of all 
the sections were invited, and at which our spirits rose to 
the highest. We danced, supped and made merry although 
our lecturers were present, for strange to say, they made as 
merry as we! A most entertaining programme of song and 
recital had been prepared for us by an indefatigable Com- 
mittee, one item of which particularly, caused peals of 
laughter to ring forth. It took the form of an “ anthropo- 
logical” lecture given by a “ Man of Lawe,” an enthusiastic 
member of the library party, arrayed in cap and gown, the 
subject being the chief representative of the pedagogical 
school. Our learned “ professor ” found his subject, among. 
other things, to be a very fine specimen (he was about 6 feet 
6 inches in height), and decided from the appearance of a 
piece of the skull chipped off in our presence with an instru- 
ment used for similar hard substances, that the said 
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“ specimen ” belonged to the Brass Age, referring, we pre- 
sumed, to the brazen indifference with which the subject 
underwent the examination. The “professor” indulged in 
the usual idiosyncrasies of learned professors when lectur- 
ing, opening and shutting his pinc-nez case which squeaked 
in response, adjusting his gown and finally losing his notes 
with a promise of “continuance in the next.” We shall 
remember this promise on some future occasion. 

Then there were the “ geography walks.” These were 
arranged for the “ geography folk,” but they welcomed us 
into their midst, and when a consultation of our mystic 
scrolls told us that we were free, we gladly 
joined them. Some walk was chosen, and on the way 
Professor Fleure would stop at intervals and tell us 
various facts of geographical and geological interest in our 
surroundings. We walked up Pendinas, one of the hills 
overlooking the town, on one occasion, and as we sat on the 
sunny slope, the Professor pointed out the Plinlimmon 
Range and other heights, and showed us the signs of an 
ancient British camp a few yards away. 

We did not fail to make the famous pilgrimage to the 
fairyland of the Devil’s Bridge, and needless to say we had 
many 


‘*A pleasant walk, a pleasant talk 
Along the briny beach.”’ 


The weather was gloriously fine till a couple of days 
before our departure, but when it broke we found a haven 
of refuge in the “ gym.” Here we sang classic songs about 
farm-yards, enunciating certain strangely familiar sounds 
of different import all at the same time, thus giving vent to 
Our animal spirits. We played games suitable to our 
dignity as members of a learned profession, and we even 
revived that once popular “literary form ”—the limerick. 
Those who preferred a quiet hour, could retire to the study 
rooms upstairs, and there enjoy an expansive view of the 
sea and of the promenade right down to the College, from 
the bay-windows. 

All too soon, our last evening together arrived, and at 
dinner a vote of thanks to Miss Tremain for her generous 
hospitality towards the library students was carried with 
enthusiasm, Mr. Hutt expressing appreciation on behalf of 
the lecturers. 

On Saturday morning we left the scene of our holiday 
bathed in sunshine as we had found it, envying the “ geo- 
graphy folk” their third week in this land of delights, and 
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casting wistful eyes after them as they trooped into the 
station and made for an Observation Car, eager for another 
day’s adventures. 

So ended our first Library Summer School, and we 
venture to hope that its unmistakable success will encourage 
its promotors to repeat the experiment annually. 

Our special gratitude is due to Mr. Ballinger for the part 
he played in organising and directing arrangements which 
resulted not only in a fortnight’s enjoyment by us of health- 
giving sea and mountain air and scenery with congenial 
companionship, but in a holiday with an influence, one which 
inspires us to work with greater zeal and a broader outlook, 
for have we not witnessed the beginnings of great things for 
the profession which we are proud to call our own? 


LIST OF STUDENTS. 


Adan, Helen, B.Sc., Rothamsted Experimental Sta., Libn. 

Adam, Mary E., B.A., Kidderminster, V.A.D., Worcester. 

Aikman, Eleanor N., Kew, Pupil, Haberdashers’ Askes Girls’ School, Acton. 
Aikman, Margaret G., Kew, Technical Assist. Pathological Lab., Kew. 
Bailey, Margaret, Pub. Lib., Torquay, Asst. 

Blake, Francis, Nat. Lib. of Ireland, Asst. 

Browne, Margaret A., Abbey Cwmhir Penybont, S.O., Head Teacher. 
Byrne, Matthew J., Listowel, Co. Kerry, Solicitor, Hon. Sec. of Pub. Lib. 
Cant, Monica, Prestbury, Secretarial work, Red Cross Office, Cheltenham. 
Churchill, Irene J., Shortlands, Kent, Research Stud., Lond. School of Econ. 
Dowler, Wilfred, Newcastle, Staffs, Asst. Libn. (in charge). 

Easterling, Ruth C., M.A., London, Fellow, Univ. of Wales. 

Elmes, Rosalind M., B.A., Nat. Lib. of Ireland, Cataloguer. 

Embleton, Margaret M., Pub. Libraries, Manchester, Asst. 

Evans, George E., Aberystwyth, Sen. Hon. Sec. Carm. Antiquarian Soc. 
Fenley, Richard, Rugby, Sub-Libn. 

Gath, Ethel, M.A., Bristol, Teacher. 

Gronno, Nora, Manchester, Asst. 

Hall, Thomas B., Aberystwyth, Libn. 

Hinch, John de Witt, Nat. Lib. of Ireland, Asst. 

Hobbis, Dorothy G., Univ. Coll. of South Wales and Mon., Asst. Libn. 
Homewood, Beatrice C., Pub. Lib., Gravesend, Asst. 

Hopper, Arthur, Long Eaton, Notts., Libn. 

Hutt, Edith G., Liverpool Lyceum Lib. 

James, H. E. H., B.A,, Haverfordwest, Director of Education. 

Jones, Evan, Standard Higher School, Portmadoc, Manual Instructor. 
Lee, Evelyn, Ladies’ Coll., Cheltenham, Lib. Student. 

Linton, William E., Nat. Lib. of Ireland, Asst. 

Lowe, Edith A., Waterloo, Liverpool, Asst. 

Lowe, Gladys, Gravesend, Asst. 

Mash, Jessie, Richmond, Technical Asst., Herbarium, Kew. 

McLardy, Dora, Pub. Libraries, Manchester, Asst. 

Moore, W. E. A., M.A., Dublin. 

Neame, Gertrude, Watford, Lib. Asst. 

Nix, Michael, Carnegie Lib., Newcastle West, Co. Limerick, Libn. 

O’ Neill, James J., Royal Irish Academy, Dublin, Lib. Clerk. 
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Phillips, Muriel I., King’s Heath, Birmingham, Sub. Libn. 
Phillips, Richard, x a Libn. 

Phillips, Ursula, ee “ Libn. (Private Lib). 
Powell, Gilbert H., B.A., Aberystwyth. 
Rees, Gwendolen, Tottenham, Sub. Libn. 

Rivers, Dorothy V., Pub. Libraries, Manchester, Asst. 
Roberts, E. Stanton. M.A., Corwen, Head Teacher. 

Robinson, Lennox, Cahirmyle, Ardagh, Co. Limerick. 
Searight, G E., Ladies’ Coll., Cheltenham, Lib. Student. 
Seddon, Hilda, Earlstown, Lancs., Lib Asst. 

Sharp, J. L., Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Libn. 

Simpson, Jessie, Torquay, Lib. Asst. 

Swire, E. M. M., Bedford, Late Historical Student. 

Watkins, Evans J., B.A., LL.B., Abertillery, Barrister-at-Law. 
Westwood, Florence, Waterloo, Liverpool, Lib. Asst. 

Williams, Annie W., Pub. Libraries, Manchester, Asst. 
Williams, H. J., B.A., Nat. Lib. of Wales, Pupil Assistant. 
Williams, Owen, Pub. Lib., Owestry, Libn. 

Wright, Kathleen, Brough, E. Yorks. 

Yates, Dora, Birkenhead, Asst. 





‘REPORT ON THE SUMMER SCHOOL OF LIBRARY 
SERVICE. 
3y JOHN BALLINGER, M.A., and Pror. C. R. CHAPPLE. 


The proposal to hold a Summer School of Library Service was the result 
of suggestions made during the hearing of evidence by the Royal Commission 
on University Education in Wales. Sir William Osler, Bart., M.D., F.R.S., 
a member of the Royal Commission, and President of the Bibliographical 
Society, put a series of questions as to the desirability of establishing a 
School for Library Training in connection with the further development of 
University education in Wales, and expressed his opinion that Aberystwyth 
with the University College and the National Library offered exceptional 
facilities for such a School. 

The Governing Bodies of the College, and the Library, considered these 
suggestions, and agreed to consult the Council of the Library Association. 
The Library Association expressed approval and willingness to assist in the 
organisation. 

It was thought desirable to take the Library Association education 
syllabus as the basis for the experiment, with the addition of Archives and 
Bookbinding. The Library Association also undertook to bring the pros- 
pectus before Library Authorities, and to advertise the School. The 
President, J. Y. W. MacAlister, Esq., F.S.A., offered three prizes for class 
work. 

The number of students who actually entered and paid the fee was 58. 

Five lectures were arranged for each subject (except Archives) with such 
additional classes as the Lecturers might think necessary. In Archives the 
course consisted of five lectures and five classes. 

An Inaugural Address, which is published in ‘‘ The Library Association 
Record’’ for August, 1917, was given by Sir William Osler. 

The arrangement by which the majority of the students and the lecturers 
resided together at the Alexandra Hall, the Women’s Hostel of the College, 
was calculated to further the interests and comradeship of all who attended. 








*Owing to space limitations it has been necessary somewhat to curtail 
the Report, which will appear in full in ‘‘ The Library Association Record.”’ 
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The opportunity of asking the lecturers for advice as to study and examina- 
tions was embraced by a number of students. 

The fees received were not sufficient to cover expenses, but in all other 
respects the promoters of the Summer School have reason to be gratified by 
the success achieved. A short report from each of the lecturers is appended. 

The thoughtful and helpful kindness to the guests of the Warden of the 
Hostel (Miss Tremain) and the staff, was an essential factor in the social 
success of the School. The social aspect was a very valuable feature. The 
majority of the students attending other courses in the Summer School 
consisted of teachers in various grades and types of schools, and the Summer 
meeting and common life in Alexandra Hall presented a unique opportunity 


for fostering the idea of the necessity for community of effort in the common 
task of education. 


OUTLINES OF SUBJECTS*: 


History of English Literature.—‘‘ The subject was necessarily 
treated on general lines, the development of the literature being traced in its 
relation to the political, social, and intellectual changes, and the influence of 
foreign literatures during the various periods. . . . In general, the object 
’ was to present . . . the salient facts in our literary history 
together with some explanation of these facts.’’ 

Historical Bibliography.—The lectures were: (1) History of paper; 
block books; relations of books to mss. (2) Beginnings of European 
printing ; extension of the art on the continent. (3) Printing in England: 
with remarks on the Stationers’ Company and on early licensing and censor- 
ship. (4) History of book illustration. (5) History of book-binding. 

Classification.—(1) The idea of book classification: its meaning and 
justification ; (2-3) Exposition of the art of book classification; (4-5) Review 
of the schemes of Brown, Cutter, Dewey, and the Library of Congress. 

Cataloguing.—(1) General and introductory; (2-3) Author entry; (4) 
Subject and title entry; (5) Annotation, co-operative cataloguing, and recent 
developments. 

Library History.—(1) Libraries in ancient times; (2) From the dark 

ages to the renaissance; (3) From the renaissance; (4) Public libraries: his- 
tory of legislation, etc.; (5) Foundation and equipment; (6) Equipment and 
organization. 
/ Library Routine.—(1) Function of the library in education, and the 
/application of the principles enunciated to work with children, as the logical 
basis of later work with adults; (2-3) Application of the same principles to 
the administration of the lending and reference libraries respectively ; (4) Pro- 
cesses involved in the selection, ordering and accessioning of books; (5) In- 
tended to deal with extension work, but was devoted to taking up points 
passed over in preceding lectures, and to matters which did not lend them- 
selves well to departmental treatment, such as binding, etc. 

Archives.—General development of the science of archives and archive 
economy in Western Europe from earliest times down to recent developments 
connected with the Reports of the Local Records Committee of 1799-1901 and 
the Royal Commission on Public Records. Classes were also held in palaeo- 
graphy and diplomatic. 

Bookbinding.—Lectures were intended to instruct students in the 
principles of bookbinding, to enable them to distinguish between a well- 
bound book, and one bound in an inferior manner, and to select the most 
suitable materials. Practical demonstrations in sewing, repairing, treatment 
of mss., deeds, etc., were also given. 





~ “Abridged from lecturers’ Reports. 
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